Diffusion hyperoxia following preoxygenation.
Several minutes of 100 percent O2 breathing prior to inhalation induction with 79 percent N23 results in consistently higher PaO2 values during the first 10 minutes compared with prior air breathing. The theoretic maximum concentrating action of N2O uptake upon O2 is approximately the same (60 torr) regardless of gas breathed before induction.